- McDonald’s; M. Mansour

McDonald's...

in the sports business

t is said that "Living might mean taking chances, but they are worth taking". Any business

investment involves risk, or to be more professional, an extent of "opportunity cost"; especial-
ly investing in sports. It certainly takes a particular level of guts, boldness, character, and a spec-
ulative spirit to get involved in the Egyptian sports business.
McDonald's Egypt has been one of the most important and significant sponsors in the Egyptian
sports field. During the most recent Olympics in Athens, McDonald's was sponsoring both the
Egyptian wresting team, as well as Andre Sakakini, Egypt's only equestrian representative in the
Games. In this interview we talk to Mr. Mohamed Mansour junior, Vice president of McDonald's
Egypt, and a renowned horse back rider, about the sports business in Egypt, trying to find out if
the risk of investing in the equestrian sport is "worth taking"”. The interview went as follows:

Horse Times (HT): How dd the idea of sponsorship come o
McDoreldsbinvestinte spat Hi?
Theideawasawhoe coporaie dredionthatwe shouidspon-
ratangutisaatanaheessnte aunty tet

had Olympic promises. So besicaly , McDonalds' Corporation
samgor oo hhe Oympcsandvwe vwere Lstteldot

doan o the county level and gping the Sraiegy of the

mother company.

H T: Youmeantetasafandiseyou'have' o doths?

No, we do nathave o do this but here in Egypt for eanpe
havingnatvonanOlympicgaldmedkatior0years, ioouidbe:

a good idea o sponsor and ty 1o hep spats and b hep
someonewin.  Alhough,we ddawong dhoce! Butwetried

HT:W tresaatsiied weknowthatyousponsoredweght

fiihg and show jumping, why dd you choose these o
gaats? (Knowingyourpassionforhorsesandshowjumpingin
patorwesttheanlymohe?)
NahlaRamadanwesavery promising athlete, whenitcame o
wetfing in Egyp; she hed a very good record. She hed
dorealwhatyouhavetodoforthe OympcGamestobeone
aofthe meddl calberwimers inthe Oympics. Sowe sad ok,
wajtignenigonhtet And of course because of my
passonforhosesandshovumping lhrewionataena
meeting,"We only have one equestian riderfiom Egyptquel -
fiedforthe Oympicsandwhy dontwe sponsorhim. And hav-
gseenhsiests in the previous Olympics in Sychey wih
"Carelld’, | pasoralythoughnthe soodavery good drence of
wihningameddl
However noiwesnatorymypassonforhosestretvweste
sonfhevesnteigpSnthe Oypcsiounyeasagoin
Sydney, tenfunessker ddtsigiream-
peted agan he would have agood chance ofwinning; so thet
weshescalythedeabehindinvesinginshoanjumping Andre
whhsepaeentenersordidardhsesta L
thepevioisOympcsin Sydrey thenheheddtheexperi- ',
enceneadediowin andhshorsehedaltheexperienceneed - !
adoaer . klebeigwhenyoucareigtdoanbi o
we dedded by sporsaing Andre, and he wes the only one
repesering Egyt hefswhyvetocktssep

H TWhy the chosen sportsaeinviLlnateamspats?
Webaes/ jecbheretiisoedtbeteadt
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widehigybebnartensposaingaeamdathes

H TR EtbssiEysetetamgutsketream-

pefoate smoepopuarnEgyp?

Y es, hut t depends; | mean, when did our hendbal samwin
inthe Oympics? | cannateven remember! Atthettime maybe
we could have thought about i, butnowto sponsorfoream
pe the Egypien soocer eam, nol we woukdht constcer
because resuits s whet matiers atthe end of the cay; espe-
calywhenitcomestobusiness, money, adbudngmalet-
ing campagsSoesLisaeonedithemostimpatanttests
upon which we make our decisions. Obviously, we ok te
wiong dedisions regarding this Olyrmypics, ifwe did ourhome-
waokiight | beleve we shoud have sponsared the 'Wwiesing
team'’,

H.T:Whatisthe Matio that McDonaldswartstocome upwih
behind the by fnendel ivesiments tey put in te guats
ndLsty?

Patt of what McDonalds hes taught me wes thet o be suc-
cessl one hestogive bedk o the communiy thet one gper -
eshhdfied heteadfigporsaig goatshtreaounty
forMcDorals, st getinvaved nourcommuniy, weaean
Egyptian company, ad we hep our Egyptien athies. For
doy wimngawheeatstetheyadeebupitod

ly hetwe are behind the county and thetwe are Egypians
behindthe Egypian Oympc athiees,

H.T: Sodoesithave to dowih consumers banning
products induding McDonald's?

No, nat really because you know McDonalds anywhere inthe
wadyouhavethecopoaionwhereteycaneluioream-
pe'youcanhaveabgMc, butyoucannathaveadoubiebig
Mc". But when you come doan o the county level, every
MdDoreldsinevaty countty s dong the same hing, Lie for
eanpk fyougob MdDoadsnBEgandyouwlind et
McDonald's also sponsors Engish Ateesfortetegmits
patdinesiaiegyditemohercomp
noeachreioreter. MdDoneldscoporaionval ethelocal
epate ther epaine, ad ako te gt

bep atnes thet aso mekes MdDorelds stonger n the
county,relstersisegyeaynhae

H.THowdothe resuks ofthe Olympics, especalywhethep -
pened wih Andre Sakakin; affectyour sponsashp pars o
teqgat  sidayngeed?

Of course, you cannat put your money behind something and
say that you have to win because you never knowwhat could
heppen ftisasoaerieam yourbestpayercoudbreskns

kg Fyou are a show umper, the varielles are even moe.
Treesteite ;adheesthehasemanythingscoudgo
wong. YoucenneerpitacondintatXar Y haetown

o have b come yp wih the Tdoning resLt

natme nattercer, eventefecbam

H.TBuctHyousporsartedtlersiodbelesg endf-
Batgat sdus?

Yes, but these we consder something eke.

onards chideen and heoing in binging those young genera-
rsupts it malkeing, i aso hes o do wih tommunly
iesirs Imesnalgp adoudatsheseaedidenso
wetdt s aur ddggion © gve bedk b these diden by
soorsaing her beal duos and her b eam evertdle
Soccer, Bagketal, and Snvimming.

sporsaing chidentebied spatssandhe; isanagoy

tig fIr 5 t b a \ay e e we hae n
McDonald's Egypt.

American

anyobudMcDoratds

andte

stadree
happen because only God knows what happens inthe futLire,

Ths s geared

M. Mansour on his horse

HT: As fr wadt fing whet wee te esds n te

Olympics? And do you heve any fuiure plans regercing this
Eddgorsods?

W dreeatswerenotsogood, | dontknowvwhy. We were
sponsoingtheteamandtherewere three very good athletes,

\ay pareEgwegtk s onthe eam tmay have been
tetteyhedioo much pessue onthem! | dontknoweradly
whewerworghutheres swaerttgoodaatmaybenct
ashadasshowpumpingthough

The dedwh tewed itk fng federation wes for one year
2004. However, ftee sawad denmporgpaay kg
eertketa, we mghtaonstersponsoing, Butasornow

ate ed dts year ar gos0sp D e wegt ity

teamwould be over.

H.T:Do you trk te ik nvoved in gpats sporsaig 6
watisoos?
W dbesaywegoosrgatswhenteesabgeata
bgwold evert. For example f Egyptwould ener the workd
ap, et for us woud be an gopotnty © oo e
Egypien ahies Fwe hae ahees p
Oympcs forexampe, et for us would be an oppartuniy ©
sponsr them. So thet would be besicaly once evety four
yeas awenteebalyinerdrdeat ismtan
ongong program; sowe mnimize the risk
H.T: Whetaethemandf fouiesbusnessmeninEgyptace
whentheyaenesingngoot s?

t 5 merly tet te aly oot tet podks adee B
Soccer. | mean if you were 0 see show jumpng shons
abroad, you have many sponsors. Thatis because you have
alotof people watching the shows because many peope are
reessdntegot Thet is mostly whet business peope
eel/caetfipLmybopana T-shitwere 100000 peo-
pewoud see, ol putmy bgo onasadde were oy 25
pecpevisee

HTWhydoyoutirktssthecass?

Because atthe end ofthe day shovumping s avery specal

gt Thetmeandef fotnesddivbeareditepidass
meybeeghtioenhousdidngeverycey. PLsyouhaved

have ahorseworthmaybe five hundred thousand poundstoa
mimandabefpounds Sousbergitaidicountyis

vay d ok o acocommodaie thet Where as in Europe
because ofthe numbers of sponsors, audience, and the wide
neesthtegutisess/bgetipsoorsaske Adb

sponsor fiders and getthem good horses,

MenynEgyp heesnoanaenessiortespat fyougo
pSyifreanie becased
tegqutteetsaedtardrdguats Iwatba

dpaghte
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Syria & Lebanon

IN...

the Arab League

n an Inenview wih Engneer Samir Abddl Fatah, he AbaMaysarawon at leesttno or three competiions
tked 0 Hose Times about the competiions hed in n Syia, and ancher tno arhreein Lebenon and d e
Syriaand Lebanon and the new Arableague. According Sytian, Lebanese, and Egyptian papaswae il o podie
DEYS Abdel Fatehte Arab League inanewly developed arfdes about him and the whae Egypien Team. Ako Dr.
tatasptibadnrteitiretsyerThe KaiimZaohara SohkywonatkeesttreecompeliionsnSyria
kague conssts of a saies o queling conpdiions tet andLebanon,andwonsecondandthidplacesinalotofcom -
woud meke te iiders egie b enerrewad ap onte pebs
endaiViay 2005, ismedkeupofatnelecompeiion ses, In Lebanon there was nether a team competiion nor a
the competiions heldin Syia.and Lebenonwere e fistino Natioris Cup, anytwo supparing dessesandhe Giand Prix
ntetteg e Sk Egypien riders, Generd Ahmed Al Sanel Amr Magdy,
hSyiatherewasaNaionsCupaompetiion aswdasa Alaa Maysara, Dr.KaimZaher, Mohamed Osama Al Boraey,
quelinground Rve refons papaied nthe compeions and Mohamed Sabry Abdel Maksood, were suppased to pa-
nSyier Sy, Egypt, Lebenon, Jocen, and Turkey Wren pae n e Gad Pix Nevatekbss onte it dy of
Sa 'I‘reEgypmmoormldwssmdersardMo d ter wiming second plce on thet day , and he wes ten
young fiders namely General Ahmed ASanel  Amr Magdy,  unebetbcompeeonthetrofloningdays.
Mohamed Osama Al Boeey ,IOr . Kam Zohar d Soby , hgddx .Sakysverymisiotuneieacacernt hedher
Mohamed Sabry  Abdel Maksood, Asa Maysarg, Ahmed e Egypianideswere ey Lidy concanng e rest )
Basiouny ,andShady Adel A weskbeetadgbSya theGandPix Aliveitiasdddesnouns o teEgypen
BgS AbddFa  ahwes goponied taner for he Egypien team had the Jump Of faohrefownadggteis
eamforbohcompeiios Asindcaiedbyhim theteamiode fe phoes! Aea Maysaa won i, Amr Magdy second,
hriartyinbohoonmpetions pustheaimosphereamongthe Mohamed Osama A Boeey tid, Gened Ahmed Al Sawef
team members was a very postive and cooperaiive one. forth, Mohamed Sabry Abdel Maksood ff b
Moreover ,teest s d the Egypien eam were ako aut - Sl tet ausoiheEgypieneamintequeligaom -
$ andngheteamvontistpaoesinalmosteverycompetion peiios 5 \ay good we have te op tiee ides in te
teyenered andtre redly emadabe resutwes tet e Eage and we have ancher hiee s inte tp f Bn
feam competion n Sy The Egypten team, cossting of Moreover BgS Ao Fat  ehhopestettenedtnogLel -
Geed Ahmed A Sand Amr Magdy Asa Maysara, Dr. fing compeors in Aadia ad Sham B Shelh Wi
Karim Zohair,wonthecompetionwih ZEROfauksWhiste poe esseri for e Egypien s who od nat gt e
secondpacewinningteam, Turkey hedkieanutsandhe dencebtadandganpartsinSyiaand Lebenon
tidpecewimingieam Syia hedthityhee Lt s AteeddtssEstetopidaswhtelges
hEg S Abdd Fatahisgann e Syieneamgands a accumulated pontshsxaudteteleq efigaompe-
vay good dencenthiseage. Hebdlees tethe eamis rswiggttedanebaompeentewatiapiesin
gonghouchatersiondlpheseastey ddabtdichenges May 2005. AssadbyEng S. Abdd Fetahsavaghitask
sretebegrigdtsyeaThey have a newly appointed franydte Acbleague iders b compete inthe Waold Cup
tee, biahim Basher. Basherhesbeenbingebiced inkdy wih te edg epate ad te adbe hose pone; |
and Saud A, forabngime andheseensbhavealt bdiiskeacopedyeasmoebgethemieadytor
of ebboae pars for te eam Fhe B gven te adeq e tekddcompein'tsvayhadban ieahosetet
space and ime he wl manege gt the team rnicdy estab- coud ump the Wall Qp sstefeswi ke oera 15
Hed Togatwih hespamngblbuy newhosestorte indoars couse. Futhemor, the 'indoors arerd’ s & com-
team hs yearAstaed by BgS. Abddl Fatah 'the Syien e/ dieet aisg fr te Egypn itk tey ae mt
eamwibeafocebberedonednteliiecopeios” s otadiwiraetake
On te dher herd, e arly misoiuree resut for te temimebaciaothyceigte
Egypien team wes duing the Giand Pixin Syia. Treft poE ey’ h Bg S Abdel
prize wes a"Suba” car, which was considered a very good Fetats g "te npatat tig
invesildedematadtebdbmibteass teAsbleeg edtefests
wes the Egypien ider Alsa Maysara. Unioriunaiely zs Alba tequeiais adbgusado
wespmprgovertebstenos il doan and Alaa ended tetbedithsadpebate
Wfighid The Lebanese rider, KaimFares wonist Avab regon and competing wih -
pece @ Tukish rider won second place, fouth wes Amr Bartiths!
Magdy,atf th was Mohamed Osama  AlBoeey .BQS The next o quilying compei- k . -
Aol Fat  ah aso beleves thet Kaim Fares s a very good rswberddnEgyt Treft Eng. Samir Abd
o ,adshaudbevnachediorintequeljingoompeiions anewl ke held onthe 18h o November in Aexandria, angel Fattah
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Syria & Lebanon

Syria ¢ Lebanon

in Detalls

hmed Gamal wes one of the riders that accomparied te
Egyden £am n e vay vioous p © Sy ad
Lebanon. Gamal reveals to HORSE Tivestetthbtsdte
ficktals
Whendtheteamanived b Damesas Hodkus skhousshy
tebusogblaaa tedywhaetecrpdionveshed
Thebuswesrtretcomiatabe buvwe denpyedthecompany.
Theteam consisied of Aba Maysara, Generd Ahmed AlSane,
Amr Magdy,Dr. Kam Zder AkSabky, Mohamed Al Boeey,
Mohamed SabryAhmed Bassiouny, Shedy Asef Mr. Hsham
Hetab Mr BdaMTarek, CoonelMohamed Solya, Tomyamr
FawzyDiAchef AKkehandDr. Mohamed AdB Azzds
tienhosss Onaurfergtnlatadd, te hodwes vay :
mmmmmmmmm hedo . Dr. Mohamed, Ahmed Bassiouny, Eng Samir Abd EI-
§ aynanyworooms Honever oytessorddaytispoem Fattah, Shady Ashraf, Mohamed Al Boraey, Dr. Ashraf,
mmmmmmmmmmm‘g i Ahmed Gamal, General Ahmed Al Sawaf, Alaa Maysara, Mr.
Engneer Sai Al EI Fetehaound he actid avary poshe Tarek Khalifa, Dr. Karim Zohair, and Amr Magdy.
adiavaated e whthdenigymedeagestamoghee
W ewonteNsions Qupwihzeofuksad Alaa Maysarawon
tidnteseGardPi
A & wefehedte Gad PikinLat dgtemgt
Most of us wert badk 1o Damesous and took the plane back
Caineospme, AbaMaysara, Shady A Ahmed Bassiouny,
Mohamed Sabry , Amr Magdy fenoet sandCdoreSaya W e
syediracoyteddaysmaetenveiocktehosssinte
horse tudss back tb Damasous. Wesayed for a wesk duing
whithve hed geatime because ofhe remarkable hospt o
teSyentam
Wetenusedirehosetudsaganipgoiblebanmjives
ahedtip epaely ettebadasardwhenvehediodie
W H Gaed Ahmed ASawef, Kaim Zohar H Sobky,
Mohamed Al Borsey,M.Bda, and MTaekwere aeadyin
Lebanon when we armved. The 1idng arena.wes wonderful, so
wes the weather et for ane dhy twes redly fogy as e
evertok e Fega (b 2100 meess abne sea vel Alaa Maysara
Weakohedagestimenlebnandgesties i Aba upon winning the
Maysarawonbohthe bigand smel Giand Prix Grand prix in
DuingthecompsiionsinLebenonDr.KaimZoher HSooky Lebannon.
hdetskget etelnmpdfontesecondday. Hewes about
et AbaViaysara, buteferacssgrefehhetelose
Sypad (wes vay dap because df te ran) ard Kaim &
doan Neverthekess he'sbod up, sedives ok ocehshase,
andevenwonsecond pace. AertepizecsemonyGererd A

he fourd aut tet he hed a bden ey Moeoer , When he
1eined  Caio he dsoovered et s g wes tesied inoor-

/Y, acwobtdenoeirebilyene. Leshgete

heaoudoompeein Abandiaand Sham B Sheldt!

Aterieung fomtese corpelios Ahmed Gamal had the 3 il
chenedieninig AeaMeysaa asking Himabothisgn : ; : e <. kil
mndte Mecamwerage dfeevrtsn S and Lecan Ahmed Gamal on his horse, Green Wave.
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