
Born in 1810 in Nancy, Hippolyte Lalaisse was a 
pupil of the gifted painter and engraver Charlet. 
Lalaisse later on became his adjoining professor 
at Polytechnique where he lectured from 1839 to 
1877. The publisher Charpentier commissioned 
him to illustrate his book on the costumes from 
Bretagne. From 1835 on, Lalaisse also exhibited 
at the salons. Hippolyte Lalaisse published a 
considerable number of lithographs on regional 
costumes and uniforms. His illustrations of 
Oriental costumes are especially remarkable – 
they show Lalaisse’s great love to detail.

Despite his beautiful oil paintings and 
watercolours, Hippolyte Lalaisse’s strongest 
point was certainly graphic. He portrayed many 
stallions and mares who were imported from the 
Orient to France in order to improve local horse 
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We owe some of the most beautiful illustrations 
of Arabian horses to the French artist François 

Hippolyte Lalaisse. He left an extensive opus in his very 
own, rather realistic style. Lalaisse loved to depict 

refined horses with big eyes and exotic type. His often 
beautifully coloured lithographs are today sought-after 

collector’s items.

breeding. He illustrated, for example, the work 
“La Connaissance Générale du Cheval” (1861), 
“Atlas Statistique de la Production des Chevaux 
en France” (1850), and “Chevaux de Race de 
tous Pays”.

Hippolyte Lalaisse died in 1884 at the age of 74 
years in Paris.

For inquiries regarding the Arabian horse in art 
please contact:

Judith Wich-Wenning, Germany,

Tel.: ++49 1707721739

or email: JudithWich@t-online.de
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