


lucky enough and knocked down a
fence.

From all 14, eye brows were raised
when the 60 second jump off
presented six riders: Sweden’s
Rolf-Goran Bengtsson riding Ninja
La Silla, Spain’s Sergio Alvares Moya
riding his new stallion
Action-Breaker, Belgium’s Jos
Lansink riding Cavalor Valentina,
Ireland’s Jessica Kurten riding Castle
Forbes Libertina, Germany'’s
Meredith Michaels-Beerbaum riding
Shutterfly, and finally Brazil's
Bernardo Alves riding Bridgit.

The all composed Olympic medallist
Bengtsson and the young Moya, both
jumping flawlessly in both rounds,
decided to continue carefully in the
second round but took some twisty
turns to save time except were not
lucky enough and knocked down a
fence.

ROLF GORAN-BENGTTSON,
SWEDEN:

“It's always tough when one goes out
first; you don't really know what to do.
You either go fast but knock down a
fence, or go slow but not make the
time. My tactics were not to overdo
the course and stay clear, but I'm
afraid | was a little too careful at one
turn. After two big rounds, we saw
two double clears which says
something about the technicality of
the course.”

SERGIO ALVAREZ MOYA,
SPAIN:

“l was not the fastest. This is a new
horse so I'm happy to have such a
result. | am very lucky to be riding with
such a selection of top riders on such
top horses.”
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A Lansink stayed careful & came in 3rd at the Grand Prix

Lansink and Cavalor who seriously make
the crowd pause as they come in with
their warrior-like aura - also decided to
stay careful and try to jump clear without
going for time - cleared in 40.21 seconds.

Now, the crowds just love her; that Kurten
who always pumps up adrenaline levels,
went in fast to make the Looney Toons
Speedy Gonzalez seem overrated. She
and Castle Forbes set the bets on them
when they cleared in 35.29 seconds.

Two more riders had to push their
horses hard to beat that time.

The world’s favourite Michaels-Beerbaum
and Shutterfly made crowds withdraw their
bets when they immediately speeded in.
With only one fraction of a second short
(35.30 seconds), Shutterfly knocked down
the last fence just to the crowd's dismay.

He was absolutely forgotten.
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Last to come in was Alves and Bridgit. The
man must have whispered to Bridgit the
most romantic words to ensure that she
believes they could both win. It worked.
They jumped impeccably in 35.27
seconds and won the 2010 Prix Du Albert
just to the surprise of Alves himself as he
immediately looked at his entourage to
ask if he had beaten Kurten'’s time.

JESSICA KURTEN, IRELAND
Prix du Prince Albert Il de Monaco
International Jumping Competition
160cm 2nd place winner:

“I have to admit that after my error in
Cannes which was completely my
fault, | remembered what my father
always told me, “you cannot gallop
into every fence. Sometimes you will
make it and sometimes, more often,
you won't” Although | was more
careful this week, and as | jumped the

A Michaels-Beerbaum knocked down the last fence

last, | knew | would be second even
though | was expecting Meredith to be
the one to beat me! As for Bernardo's
horse, | have been trying to get her
from him for the last year, and he
wouldn't sell her to me before today,
so | think my chances now have
become slimmer!”

BERNARDO ALVES, BRAZIL:

“Today was the third time my horse
has seen a course this big; | didn't
know how she would react but she
jumped well this week and | had a
good feeling about her. | think this is
the best horse | have ever ridden;
she is fast, careful and has
everything you need! | must say the
public in Monaco helped me plenty;
as | came to the last, they were
cheering and whistling so | knew |
must keep going and trust my horse
to jump the last ()



Brazil's Bernardo Alves & Bridgit,
winners of Prix du Prince Albert Il
de Monaco International Jumping
Competition




