


that's not overt love. The oestrus cycle of
our animals is proof positive that full on
love and sexual intimacy is not within the
prevue of the horses and the animals
which we most closely associate with
anyway. However, elephants can pine and
can grieve. | see dogs grieve like hell
when their owner goes away. Horses do
not. They miss that voice, because it's
connected with something else which they
find pleasurable. But there is not the level
of emotion in horses that there is in people,
not even close, so be careful with that
one. Because people tend to
anthropomorphisise to the extent that they
think their horse loves them. You can love
a horse and | have loved many horses, |
can love, | can crave, | can be very
emotionally involved with the feeling of
fondness towards them and toward a
horse. But they can't feel that toward me.

Can you become a part of their herd?
That bonded?

You can certainly become a part of their
herd, you can, and they look to you for
safety and they can trust you or fail to
distrust you but they can't overtly seek
you out as we would do in a magnetic
way. So that's where the misunderstanding
of love can come from.

Is there any type of animal that you
would like to try your methods with that
you haven't already? Any unusual
animals?

Yes, there are, (he smiles). | have tried it
with deer, certain fish, some birds, and
certainly dogs, cats, horses, mules, and
donkeys. But | would like to work more
with sheep, pigs and cattle in these
concepts; | just don't have time these days
to get it done, but there are needs in
herding sheep, reindeer, cattle, certain
oxen that are farmed, and deer farms. . .that
kind of thing. There's the Yak type animal
that they train, even water buffalo, I'd love
to do more of that. (Big smile again as he
thinks about it).

Have you worked with zoos and some
of the more exotic animals?

I have, | have worked with exotics, giraffes,
wildebeest and certain big cats, but not
enough and I'd like to do more. There are
a lot of things in life I'd like to do and my
word, we need 2 life times at least and
gosh if it goes much longer, | am having
2 life times!

Do you find the big cats, being hunters
rather than flight animals need the same
methods?

Oh no, well yes it's the same method but
the language is totally different, it doesn't
matter whether it's a dog, cat, or grizzly
bear; all carnivores tend to have an
opposite language to the flight animals
and the gestures are different, along with
the environment that might be different
like with fish, trout for instance and salmon
which are carnivores...they are predatorial,
they are vicious little animals in their world,
they are very territorial and they can be
angry little rascals...and if we don't learn
about their behaviour then we can't know
to best offer them the optimum
environment. So that's some of my work
as well.

If there is anything that you would like
to change in your life or if you had your
life over, what changes would you make
or have done differently?

If I had my life to live over | think the only
changes | would make is to be more
aggressive about moving forward, | would
do more, bigger and earlier. After having
said that | think that there is a time and a
place for everything and you do have to
wait your turn to bring forth these things.
I knew a lot more much earlier than |
thought | knew and so | wasn't prepared
emotionally to bring it forward, not having
the confidence that | knew it. Now looking
back on it, yes | should have pressed along
a lot earlier, but the resistance | have had,
would have been for a longer period in my
life and I've been under some huge
criticism by people who don't believe in
what | do at all and it's not easy to take.
But | think to answer your question, if |
could change it, it would have been more,
bigger, and sooner. HT

Having read a lot of Monty's books, and seen 8 or more of his demonstrations over the past 10 years or so, | found it a pleasure and honour
to finally meet him personally and have this amazing opportunity to talk to him about his work. | wasn't however prepared for the amount of
passion, drive, and enthusiasm he still has emanating from him as he works with the horses and talks to me about his work. | found it difficult
to stay focussed on the interview as | was time and again drawn in completely by what he was saying, feeling the emotion myself as he
discussed the violence he had endured, yet now has so much positive emotion towards really making a difference to this world for horses
and for people. | hope Monty Roberts will be able to visit Egypt and show his completely effective but non violent approach towards horse
training. If so, I truly hope all who attend his demonstration find him to be as inspiring, interesting and yet also entertaining as | do time and

again.

We at Horse Times need to hear your feedback on the article, on Monty’s methods, hear your questions, which we can forward to Monty
on your behalf, and need to hear from you as to whether you would be intrested in attending a demonstration by him, meeting him, as well
as hearing him speak about his methods with a question and answer section. Contact us here at HT, or email sue@horsetimesegypt.com
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