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Dear readers,
Development is quite a challenging term, yet when we discuss for example show 
jumping development or more specifically, show jumping development in the Middle 
East or the North African region, we have to consider structured and planned forms 
of development so that we can try to integrate more of that into the future. The 
Global Champions Tour Final held in Qatar in 2009 was by all means a very structured 
development for 2 consecutive years. The effort in organisation, levels of performance 
and prize money was unmatched; well done Qatar…bravo Jan Tops.
Further development was also apparent in Morocco where another fabulous event 
was held including many equestrian disciplines. Egypt with the Sharm El Sheikh 
International Show Jumping Championships was another booming and well-structured 
event in the North African region. On another note, Al Zahraa International Arabian 
Horse Championships added another notch to its level of structured development 
by having Mercedes Benz as its main sponsor this year. Libya and yet another 
structured achievement with its Show Jumping Championships on October 23rd. 
Abu Dhabi held its Hunting & Equestrian Exhibition adding to it a performance by 
Britain's Royal Household Cavalry Musical Ride. In addition, the Arabian Passion 
International Equestrian Exhibition and its splendid success, especially with the 
drawing competition for children, added to the 2009 achievements. 
It appears that 2009 has been about many successes, and so we fruitfully end 
the year and Horse Times's 12th anniversary with the best from the Arab region 
and more profiles. Ulli Kasselmann and a brief but great fun theme, Rolf-Goran 
Bengtsson and another subtle and calculated success story, Dr. Karim El Sobky 
and  Mohamed Mansour seeking perfection, Dr. Mohamed Elsherbini and training, 
along with more on talents in photography.
Dear friends, it is with great pride that we present to you the success story of Dr. 
Angelika Trabert who moves my heart with her enormous will and great inner 
strength. I hope we all learn from her….
We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and the happiest New Year.
Sincerely,
Khaled Assem 
Chairman
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